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Re: REC 16-474, Solar Data Systems, Inc. Request for Waivers of Puc 2505.09(i)(l), Puc 
2505.09(g), and Puc 2505.09(a) Independent Monitor Requirements 

Dear Mr. Kaeslin: 

On April 29, 2016, the Commission received an application from Solar Data Systems, Inc. 
(SDS) requesting approval as an independent monitor under the Puc 2500 rules regarding the 
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS). SDS prop~ses to implement a remote electronic monitoring 
and reporting process for solar photovoltaic (PV) systems that varies in certain respects from the 
process contemplated by the Puc 2500 RPS rules. 

Staff reviewed the application and recommended that SDS resubmit it with certain 
modifications, together with a request for relevant rules waivers, as discussed in more detail below. 
SDS resubmitted its application on June 6, 2016 together with a request for waivers from three 
specific rules: Puc 2505.09(i)(l), which requires the independent monitor to perform an initial 
inspection of the monitored source's meters for accuracy; Puc 2505.09(g), which prohibits 
independent monitors who sell equipment associated with the renewable energy system; and Puc 
2505.09(a), which requires renewable energy sources to retain the services of an independent 
monitor directly. 

SDS has developed a remote PV monitoring and generation reporting system, specifically 
designed for residential PV systems, that uses equipment and software included with the system 
installation. SDS' "Solar-Log" monitoring system includes proprietary software and combines its 
electronic monitoring equipment with General Electric revenue grade meters, which are ANSI 
C12.20 certified with ±0.2% accuracy. According to SDS, the metering equipment and companion 
software enables SDS to monitor PV system performance remotely and provide automatic, accurate 
reporting of revenue grade kWh generation. SDS' s system detects any anomalies, such as 
production in excess of reasonably expected system output, and flags these anomalies for further 
review and verification. The cost of the Solar-Log system is included in the product and 
installation costs for the PV system and no additional charge is assessed for the monitoring and 



reporting services. According to SDS, the Solar-Log system has been approved for and is in wide 
use in other state RPS programs, and SDS is approved as an independent monitor in both 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

Commission Staff reviewed and evaluated SDS's rule waivers requests and additional 
clarifying communications, and Staff filed a memorandum on July 18, 2016 summarizing its review 
and recommending that the Commission grant the three requested rules waivers to permit SDS to 
implement its Solar-Log remote electronic monitoring process in New Hampshire. 

The Commission has reviewed the SDS rules waiver requests and Staff's recommendation 
and has dete~ined that the requested waivers of Puc 2505.09(i)(l), Puc 2505.09(g), and Puc 
2505.09(a) would serve the public interest and would not disrupt the orderly and efficient resolution 
of matters before the Commission, as required under Puc 201.05. In determining the public interest 
would be served by such rule waivers, the Commission found that the purpose of the rules would be 
satisfied by the alternative method proposed. 

Accordingly, SDS is granted a waiver from the relevant provisions of Puc 2505.09(i)(l), 
Puc 2505.09(g), and Puc 2505.09(a). 

cc: Service List 
Docket File 

Sincerely, 

Debra A. Howland 
Executive Director 
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