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664.5 feet which is not considered by Staff in this case to be a significant change and appears to 
have the proposed pipeline location within the Willow Street right-of-way. 
 
Liberty does not currently serve customers in this new franchise area.  The proposed new 
distribution system for the Town of Pelham will allow Liberty to provide potential new customers 
with natural gas service as a new energy supply alternative.  

 
As part of its expansion into Pelham, Liberty is installing approximately 5 miles of natural gas 
distribution mains in Pelham, which extend from a new regulator gate station off of the Tennessee 
Gas Transmission Pipeline off Route 38 (Bridge Road), and extending west along Willow Street 
toward Route 111A and the Pelham municipal buildings.  Liberty will be responsible for the 
construction performed by qualified contractors and will own, operate and maintain the pipeline 
after construction. 

 
The distribution system installation requires Liberty to cross beneath the public waters of Beaver 
Brook in the vicinity of the Willow Street Bridge.  At this crossing location Liberty plans to use 
HDD techniques to install the 8-inch diameter pipeline approximately 15 feet below the bottom of 
the brook.  The proposed crossing location is shown on Staff Attachment 1.  The HDD extends 
approximately 665 feet from the entry bore pit on the east side of the crossing, traveling along the 
north side of Willow Street, passing below Beaver Brook and the wetlands buffer, then 
reemerging on the west side of the crossing at an exit bore pit.  In petition Item 8 Liberty asserts 
that the crossing will not disturb and wetlands and therefore, will not require a wetlands permit.  
Liberty has applied for, but has yet to obtain a Shoreland Protection Permit from the DES. 
 
The petition indicates that the proposed public water crossing requires two easements.  One 
easement is necessary at the eastern limit of the directional drill with the property owner of Tax 
Map 35, Lot 7-113.  The remainder of the direction drill will be on property owned by the Pelham 
School District designated as Tax Map 28, Lot 7-136.  The Company will have both easements in 
place prior to construction. 
 
In response to a September 12, 2017 Staff data request, on September 19, 2017 Liberty provided 
the following information to supplement the petition: 

 
1) Liberty indicated that the proposed pipe material to be installed under the river crossing as 

part of the directional bore consist of 664.5 linear feet (lf) of 8-inch dia. Grade PE 
2708/2406 Medium Density Polyethylene (MDPE) (SDR 13.5) with a 0.639 inch wall 
thickness with a #10AWG 49 Strand 302S tracer wire. 

2) A statement that the design Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure (MAOP) of the 
Pelham distribution system will be 60 pounds per square inch gauge (psig).  

3) An updated design drawing from the Shoreland Protection Permit Application was 
provided as “Attachment  A” to the petition.  

4) Liberty provided an explanation that the main was initially sized the pipeline at the 
crossing to be a 6-inch diameter main.  Engineering refined the final size to an 8-inch 
main as detailed load information and potential future capacity were recognized. 

5) Liberty indicated the final design plan for the proposed pipeline crossing will be filed to 
the docket when it becomes available. 
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6) Liberty will file to the docket a copy of the Shoreland Protection Permit including Liberty 
and/or the Contractor agreeing to the permit conditions when it becomes available. 

7) Liberty provided a copy of the town permit and is in the process of finalizing the 
necessary easements for the Beaver Brook crossing. 

 
A. Land Ownership  

 
Liberty is in the process of finalizing the necessary easements for the Beaver Brook crossing.  
Liberty will file the easements in the docket when they become available.  Liberty has also 
represented that the proposed pipeline crossing will not interfere with public rights to use and 
enjoy Beaver Brook.  Liberty indicated the pipeline will be constructed approximately 15 feet 
below the bed of the river and will be built so that pipeline integrity checks can be accomplished.   
 

B. Review of safety requirements as described in Puc 500. 
 

N.H. Code Admin. Rules Puc 506.01, Pipeline Safety Standards, provides that: 
 
(a) All utilities shall comply with those pipeline safety regulations established by the United 
States Department of Transportation which are set forth in 49 C.F.R. Parts 191, 192, 193, 198 
and 199, including future amendments thereto.  
 
(b) Where Puc 500 or Puc 800 establishes more stringent requirements than those pipeline 
safety regulations adopted pursuant to (a) above, the more stringent requirement set forth in 
Puc 500 or Puc 800 shall apply.  

 
Liberty’s petition does not explicitly state that the administrative rules of Puc 500 will be met, but 
does provide engineering details that show overall compliance with CFR Part 192, which is 
referenced in Puc 506.01. 

 
The Safety Division review of the petition and attachments submitted to date found the proposed 
crossings to be in conformance with the applicable requirements of Puc 500 and CFR Part 192. 

 
C. Public Need and Public Impact  

 
The Safety Division considers any impact to the public from this river crossing will be de 
minimis, as a result of the directional bore and the prescribed depth below the river bottom.  
Liberty has stated that the proposed distribution system construction is needed to expand natural 
gas service to the Town of Pelham.   
 

D. Conclusions and Recommendations. 
 

The Safety Division recommends approval of Liberty’s petition under RSA 371:17 and RSA 
371:20 with the following conditions: 
 

a. Staff recommends that the approval be limited to the Liberty natural gas pipeline under 
consideration in this docket. 
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b. Liberty files the final design, easements, and the Shoreland Protection Permit in the 
docket when they become available. 

c. Liberty should construct, operate, and maintain the piping consistent with both Puc 506.02 
and 49 CFR Part 192 requirements.   

d. Liberty should be directed to operate and maintain the crossing in conformance with the 
latest 49 CFR Part 192 amendments.  Any and all future alterations to the crossing that 
may impact the public shall conform to the most current CFR Part 192 amendments in 
effect at the time of submittal of the alteration. 

e. Liberty should use above ground pipeline markers for identification of the pipeline with 
appropriate warning and company contact information along the project, including on 
each bank of the Beaver Brook crossing.   

 
If these conditions are met, the Safety Division is of the opinion that the proposed natural gas 
pipeline crossings will meet all current safety standards, and safe ongoing operation is an inherent 
component of the RSA 371:20 public rights standard.   
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