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November 4, 2019

Debra A. Rowland
Executive Director
New Rampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street
Concord, NR 03301

Re: IR 19-005 Investigation to Determine a Method for Setting a
Generic Return on Equity for Small Water Utilities
Commission StaffReport on Technical Session

Dear Ms. Rowland:

Commission Staff(Staff) met with representatives of Lakes Region Water Company, Abenaki Water
Company, Rampstead Area Water Company and the Office of Consumer Advocate at a technical
session held at the Commission’s offices on October 1 , 2019. The parties reviewed written comments
from the water companies and discussed further changes and clarifications to the draft rule N. R. Code
ofAdmin. Rules, Puc 610.

As a result of discussions held at the technical session, Staff has further revised its suggested rule and
submits the attached rule for the Commissions consideration. Changes to calculating the generic
return on equity (ROE) include, using the minimum number of quarters that total at least 1 0 rate cases,
using a weighted average ofthe prior ROEs and updating the ROE before hearing.

Staffbelieves that these changes further clarify and improve the rule and recommends that the
Commission adopt this draft rule as its initial proposal.

Very truly yours,

i
F. Anne Ross

cc: Service List
Stakeholder List

Attachments
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Readopt with amendments Puc 600, effective 9-10-13 (Document #10407), cited and to read as follows:

CHAPTER Puc 600 RULES FOR WATER SERVICE

REVISION NOTE:

Document #6475. effective 3-25-97. made extensive changes to the wording and numbering of rules in
Chapter Puc 600. Document #6475 supersedes all prior filings for the sections in this chapter. The prior filings
for former Chapter Ptic 600 include the following documents:

#2011. eff 5-4-82
#2059. eff 6-22-82
#2549, eli 12-26-83
#2601, eff 1-24-84
#2784, eff 7-27-84, EMERGENCY
#2912, eff 11-26-84
#4341, eli 11-24-87
#4782, eff 3-5-90
#5002, eff 11-26-90
#5616. eff 4-20-93
#5818. eff 4-27-94
#5866. eff 7-6-94
#6245, eff 5-14-96
#6365, INTERIM, eff 11-18-96, EXPIRED: 3-18-97

Puc 601.01 Application of Rules. Puc 600 shall apply to any utility as defined in Puc 602.16.

PART Puc 602 DEFINITIONS

Puc 602.01 “Class A utility” means a utility having annual water operating revenues of $750,000 or
more.

Puc 602.02 “Class B utility” means a utility having annual water operating revenues of $1 50,000 or
more, but less than $75 0.000.

Puc 602.03 “Class C utility” means a titility having annual water operating revenues of less than
$150,000.

Puc 602,04 ‘Commission” means the New Hampshire public utilities cornniission.

Puc 602.05 Customer means any person, firm, corporation, cooperative marketing association, utility
governmental unit or subdivision ofa municipality or of the state or nation supplied with water service by a

utility.

Ptic 602.06 “Customer service pipe” means that section of service pipe fi’om the customer’s property
line or the curbstop to the customer’s place of consumption.

Puc 602.07 ‘Discom+ted—eflsh flow methd-elov” or “DCF” means a method of computing the cost of
e-H1—e{+}aal--v-w the estim-a1%en—o-f4he expeefeff—t4*w of dR44e-n44n relat4on to the cur+’e+fl market price of the
÷cL computed h—d-i-’c—idin the +peetel—ai+n-tial di idend by the zurrent niarket price of a share of ci+u+ien
,+ock und—nddin the—t*pe 1eine ci’ rowih iii di idends. as represented in the—eiation below, v here:

——a-—”k”ams the cost of equity capi+a-L
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—b-)——1’—meai+&4he—a+ii+l—d1ie÷d—e*peeted—i-i÷-year4—wh%ch is cole u

by the product of ljk4lxpeeate%g4ewi

4h€-H

141-vi Di\l--=-g)

(c) “D

(d) “P0’ means—1-l+e--eLwrCnt market price of a share of coiwncm—i±e-k-

(1) “k’ is denveci by dividin “Div1—b*-—-Po” and ad4it+&’i—to the product: as sho n in4he fllow4n

4+U4

lDvj

Pue—6Oft-X—--”Franchise” means the right to conduct business as a utility pursuant to RSA 3 74:22 and

RSA 374:26.

Puc 602.O8 “Meter” means a device installed by a utility for the measurement of water quantities to be

used as a basis for determining charges for water service.

Puc 602 .-l-0 ‘Normal operating pressure” means pressure occurring between that when system storage

is at the:

(a) Lowest point of its normal operating range during maximum day demand: and

( b) Highest point of its normal operating range during minimum day demand.

Puc 602.10-I- “Order nisi” means an order that will ripen or take effect at some set date in the future

Linless the order is rescinded by the commission before that date.

Puc 602.112 “Service connection” means the point of connection between the customer’s service pipe

and the utility’s service line.

Puc 602.132 “Service entrance” means the point at which the customer service pipe enters the customer’s

building.

Puc 602.134 “Service pipe” means the connection between the titility’s main and the customer’s place of

consumption and includes all of the pipe, fittings and valves necessary to make the connection.

Puc 602.1 4 “Small water system” means any water distribution system that sells tweI than

400.000.00Qgtllfps of

(a) Which has received a franchise and established an initial revenue requirement pursuant to Puc 1600:

(b) Which is not interconnected with any other water distribution system owned, operated by or affiliated

with the same individual or entity; and

(c) Whose revenue reqdtirement is established based on the value of the assets used to serve only those

customers served by that water distribution system.

Puc 602.156 “Utility” means any “public Litility” as defined in RSA 362:2 and RSA 362:4 owning,

operating or managing any plant or equipment or any part of the same for supplying of water to the public, or

engaged in the transmission or sale of water ultimately sold to the public within New Hampshire except:
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(a) Mu nicipal corporations operating within their corporate tim its;

(b) Municipal corporations which are exempt pursuant to RSA 362:4, to the extent of any such
exe rn Pt ion;

(c) Any landlord supplying water to tenants which service is included in a rental fee; or

(d) Any association of residents supplying water to themselves.

Puc 602.l7 Utility service pipe’ means that portion of the service pipe not characterized as customer
service line or pipe.

Puc 602. l7 “Water service” means the furnishing of water to a customer in this state by a titility.

PART Puc 603 SERVICE PROVISIONS

Puc 603.01 Filing of Tariffs. No utility shall render service until a complete tariff, containing rate
schedules, shall have been filed with the commission and published in accordance with Puc 1600.

Puc 603.02 Information to Customers.

(a) Each utility shall, upon request. provide a cttstorner with a copy of the most recent chemical analysis
of the water supplied.

(b) Not more than one chemical analysis per customer per year shall be required pursuant to (a) above.

Puc 603.03 Measurement of Service.

(a) All water sold by a utility shall be billed on the basis of metered volume sales unless a waiver is
granted by the commission pursuant to Puc 201 .05 for unmetered service.

(b) Temporary service may be provided on a flat rate basis when the use of water can be readily
estimated.

(c) Service of a character for which there is no rate of general application may be rendered under a
special contract between the utility and the applicant to become effective only after order of the commission
pursuant to RSA 378:18.

Puc 603.04 Meter Reading and Bill forms.

(a) All meters used for metered sales shall have registration devices indicating the volume of water in
either cubic feet or United States gallons. Where a constant or multiplier is necessary’ to convert the meter
reading to cubic feet or gallons. the constant shall be plainly marked on the face of the nieter.

(b) In instances where the utility installs a remote meter read device, the meter having acttial contact
with water shall serve as the primary registrant and shall be the determinant for all billing and billing
adjustments.

(c) A titility shall, except as a result of weather-related emergencies or other extenuating circumstances,
tead the meter ot. remote read device of its metered customers every billing period. In no case shall it do so less
than every third billing period, except as provided in (d) below.

(d) II the billing period is 6 months or longer, the titility shall, except as a result of weather—related
emergencies or other extenuating circumstances, obtain a reading of the meter or remote read device of its
metered customers each billing period. In no case shall it do so less than annually.
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(e) When a remote meter read device is a pulse or other non-encoder type, the utility shall obtain a

reading from the water meter itself at least every 2 years.

Puc 603.05 Customer Relations. Each utility shall comply with the additional rules governing provision

of service to customers contained in Puc 1200, uniform administration of utility customer relations.

PART Puc 604 QUALITY OF WATER SERVICE

Puc 604.01 Quality of Water.

(a) Each utility shall conform to all requirements of the New Hampshire department of environmental

services for construction and operation of its water systems regarding sanitation and potability of the water.

(b) When a utility is notified that its water quality is being investigated by the department of

environmental services, the utility under investigation shall notify the commission in writing within 10 business

days.

(c) The utility referred to in (b) above shall submit to the commission a final report on any such

investigation or review within 10 days after final disposition of the matter.

Puc 604.02 Cross—Connections. Each utility shall conform to all requirements of the department of

environmental services relative to cross-connections.

Puc 604.03 Pressure.

(a) Each utility shall maintain normal operating pressures of not less than 20 pounds per square inch

(psi) nor more than 125 psi at the service connection, subject to (b) below.

(b) For new services connected after the effective date of these rules, each utility shall maintain normal

operating pressures of not less than 30 psi nor more than 100 psi at the service entrance to each building.

measured with no water flow inside the building, unless the requirements of Puc 604.04 (d) and (D or (g) are

met.

(c) Utilities shall make every reasonable effort to deliver normal system operating pressures within the

30 to 100 psi range to customer service locations connected prior to the effective date of these rLlles.

Puc 604.04 Pressure Variation.

(a) Variations in pressure under normal operating conditions shall not exceed by one-third, either above

or below, the average operating pressure, but in no case shall exceed 20 psi above or below the average operating

pressure, unless the utility obtains a waiver pursuant to Puc 201 .05.

(b) The average operating pressure shall be determined by computing the arithmetical average ofat least

24 consecutive hourly pressure readings.

(c) Pressure variations outside the limits specified shall not be considered a violation of this rule when

they:

(1) Arise from unusual or extraordinary conditions;

(2) Are infrequent fluctuations not exceeding 5 minutes duration; or

(3) Arise from the operation of the customer’s equipment.
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(d) In systems of widely varying elevations a utility may undertake to furnish a new service which does
not comply with the specifications contained in either (a) and (c) above or the minimum or maximum pressure
requirements of Puc 604.03(b), if:

(I) The customer is fully advised of the conditions under which average service may be expected;
and

(2) The customer’s agreement is secured in writing.

(e) The utility may require in the agreement referred to in (d) (2) above that its terms shall be binding
on future customers served at the same location tinder similar circumstances.

(1’) The utility shall record the agreement referred to in (d)(2) above at the appropriate registly of deeds.

(g) Except as provided in (d) above, where a utility is providing new water service where pressures or
pressure variations fail to meet the above limits, the titility shall require installation of booster pumps, if
permitted by the department of environmental services, on a case by case basis, or presstire reducing devices,
by and at the expense of the customer.

(Ii) The utility shall provide the appropriate remediation device as described in (g) above at its own
expense for the following:

(I) A service connected on or after the effective date of these rules which:

a. Fails to meet:

The minimum and maximum pressure requirements of3O psi and 100 psi established
by Puc 604.03 (b); or

2. The pressure variation criteria of this section: and

b. Is a location where the utility has failed to apply the requirements of paragraph (d) or (g)
above; or

(2) A service connected between May 4, 1982 and the 2013 effective date of these rules which:

a. Fails to meet either:

1. The older 20 psi minimum or the 125 psi maximum pressure criteria of Puc 604.03
(a); or

2. The presstne variation criteria of this section.

(i) Services connected as provided in (h)(2) above shall be exempt from the remediation device
requirement to the extent that the pressure or pressure variation requirements of (h)(2)a were waived by an
agreement recorded pursuant to paragraph (I) above or if the service was previously remediated by the customer.

Puc 604.05 Pressure Surveys and Records.

(a) Each utility serving 300 or more customers shall provide itself with one or more recording pressure
gauges for the purpose of making pressure surveys as required by these rules,

(b) These gauges shall be suitable to record the pressure experienced on the utility’s system and shall be
able to record a continuous 24-hour test.
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(c) One of these recording pressure gauges shall be maintained in continuous service at some

representative point on the utility’s mains in each individual service area containing 200 or more customers.

(d) At regular intervals. btit not less than once in every 5 years, and when substantial changes either in

demand or distribution system occur, each utility shall make a survey of pressures in its distribution system

sufficient to determine the pressures maintained at representative points on its system and to indicate

compliance with the pressure requirements herein.

(e) Such sttrveys shall be made at or near the period of maximum usage.

(f) Utilities serving less than 300 customers may make such tests with an indicating pressure gauge.

provided however, that when no recording gauge is maintained on the system such tests shall be made annually.

(g) Each utility shall retain for at least 2 years and shall make available for inspection by the commission

or its representative all pressure records obtained under this section.

(h) Reports of pressure complaints shall be made to the commission on form E- 14, which is described

at Puc 609.07, once a month. if any occur.

Ptic 604.06 Interruptions of Service.

(a) Each titility shall use all reasonable means to avoid interruptions to service, but should interruption

occur service shall be re-established within the shortest time practicable, consistent with safety.

(b) When an emergency interruption of service affects any portion of the fire protection system, the

utility shall promptly noti’ the fire chief or other public official responsible for fire protection of such

interruption and of subsequent restoration to normal service.

(c) Each utility shall keep a record of all interruptions to service of over 30 minutes duration affecting

any portion of the distribution system.

(U) A titility shall include in the record of service interruptions required by (c) above the following:

(1) Date and time of interruption;

(2) Approximate number of customers affected;

(3) The date and time of service restoration;

(4) The cause of such interruption when known; and

(5) Steps taken to prevent its recurrence.

(e) When service is interrctpted to perform scheduled work on mains or equipment, such work shall be

done at a time causing minimum inconvenience to customers, consistent with the circumstances.

(1) Customers affected by such intcrruption shall he notified in advance, if practicable.

(g) Where any main supplying public fire protection service is interrupted, the utility shall promptly

notify the fire chief or other official respotisible for fire protection, stating the approximate time and anticipated

dii ration.

(h) The fire chief or other official responsible for fire protection shall be notified promptly upon

restoration of service.
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(i) Reports of service interruptions shall be made to the commission on Form E— 1$, which is described
in Puc 609.11 , once a month, if any occur.

Ptic 604.07 Shortage of Supply.

(a) The utility shall furnish a continuotts and adequate supply of water to its customers and to avoid any
shortage or interruption of delivery thereof except when prevented from doing so by emergencies the effect of
which prudent planning would not have avoided.

(b) If a utility finds that it is necessary to restrict the use of water it shall give the commission and its
customers written notice, except in emergency conditions, no less than 24 hours in advance, before such
restriction becomes effective.

(c) Such notifications shall specify:

(I) The reason for the restriction;

(2) The nature and extent of the restriction, such as restrictions on outdoor use of water ot use by
certain classes of customers;

(3) The date such restriction is to go into effect; and

(4) The probable date of termination of such restriction.

(d) During times of threatened or actual water shortage each utility shall equitably apportion its available
water supply among its customers with due regard to public health and safety.

Puc 604.08 Conservation. Each utility shall comply with water conservation rules promulgated by the
department of environmental services pursuant to RSA 485:61.

PART Puc 605 METER ACCURACY AND TESTING

Puc 605.01 Inspection of Meters.

(a) All new meters shall be inspected for correctness of register size and multiplier before being installed
on a customers premises.

(b) All meters removed from service which are to be reinstalled shall be inspected for correctness of
register size and multiplier.

Puc 605.02 Meter Installations.

(a) All meters shall be in good mechanical condition and of adequate size and design for the type of
service which they measure. All meters shall be checked to insure correctness of operation when installed.

(b) Each utility shall adopt a standard method of meter installation which includes:

(I) Providing a written description and/or drawings to the extent necessary to provide a clear
understanding of the requirements; and

(2) Making available copies of these methods of installation to prospective customers and
contractors or others engaged in the business of placing pipe for water utilization.

(c) The customer shall provide an accessible area protected from temperature variation and tveather in
which to set the meter which shall be located as nearly as practical to where the service pipe enters the building.
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(d) If an adequate space is not provided in which to install a meter, the utility may:

(I) Refuse service: or

(2) At the option of the customer, install an outside meter pit at the expense oldie customer.

Puc 605.03 Test and Calibration of Meters.

(a) All meters shall be tested and calibrated in accordance with the requirements set Forth in this section.

(b) No meter shall be placed in service or permitted to remain in service if the error of registration

exceeds specifications in (d) below.

(c) A utility shall test all meters as specified by size in the left column, at the 3 rates of flow specified

in Table 6.5.1 below:

Table 6.5.1 Test Flows Required by Size of Meter

Test Flow - Gallons per Minute

Meter Size — Inches Minimum Medium Maximum

5/8 1/4 15
5/$x3/4 1/4 15
3/4 1/2 3 25

3/4 4 10
11/2 11/2 8 50

15 100
3 4 20 150
4 7 40 200

6 12 60 500

(d) A meter shall be determined inaccurate and shall not be placed or returned to service if:

(I) The percent error of registration exceeds 103% or is less than 97%; 01.

(2) The registration at the minimum flow exceeds 103% or is less than 90%.

(e) The percent error of registration shall be taken as the algebraic sum of the errors at the intermediate

and maximum rates of test flow, as set forth in the table above, divided by 2.

(f) Upon completion of and adjustment of any meter under the provisions of these rules, the utility shall

affix thereto a suitable seal in such a manner that the adjustment of registration of the meter cannot be tampered

with without breaking the seal.

(g) At the option of the utility, the larger size meters may be tested in place after installation.

Puc 605.04 Test Schedules for Meters.

(a) All new meters shall be tested and calibrated before being put into service.

(b) A utility shall not be required to report to the commission new meter tests referred to in (a) above

nor shall these tests be considered as periodic tests of meters in service.

(c) A utility shall conduct tests on meters in service. according to the size of the meter in inches. in

accordance with the schedttle established by Table 6.5.2 below:
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Table 6.5.2 Testing Interval Required By Size of Meter

Size of Meter - Inches Maximum Interval Between Tests

5/8 1 0 years
3/4 1 0 years

1 4 years
11/2 4 years

4 years
3 2 years
4 1 year
6 1 year

(d) All meters removed from service and not due for periodic test shall be tested before being put back
into service.

(e) Source meters shall be calibrated at least every 10 years.

(f) When a customer requests that the customer’s meter be tested, a utility:

(I) Shall test the accuracy of the customer’s meter within 15 days from the time the request is
made;

(2) May require a deposit and charge for meter testing in an amount in accordance with tariff
provisions:

(3) Shall promptly refund the deposit and charge if on testing the meter is found to be over—
registering by more than 3% or tinder-registering as described in Puc 605.03(d);

(4) May retain the deposit amount if the meter is found to meet the acctiracy requirements of Puc
605.03(d);

(5) Shall permit a customer to be represented in person or by his agent when the utility conducts
the test of the meter; and

(6) Shall provide to the customer within 15 days after completion of the test a report giving:

a. The name of the customer requesting the test;

b. The date of the request;

c. The location, type, make, size and serial number of the meter;

d. The date tested; and

e. The result of the test.

(g) When a customer makes written application to the commission for testing of a meter, sometimes
called referee testing, the commission staff shall arrange to have the meter tested in stafrs presence as soon as

is practicable.

(h) When notified of an application submitted to the commission by a customer for a referee test as
provided in (g) above, the utility shall not remove, interfere with, or adjust the meter to be tested without the
written consent of the customer, and approval by the commission pursuant to Puc 201.05.
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(i) A complete record of all tests and adjustments and data sufficient to allow checking of test

calculations shall be recorded by the meter tester.

(j) The test record referred to in (1) above shall include:

(I) The identifying number of the meter;

(2) The type of the meter;

(3) The date and kiiid of tests made:

(4) The reading of that meter before making any test;

(5) The error as found at each test; and

(6) If repaired the accuracy of the meter after the final test.

(k) The complete record of tests of each meter shall be continuous for at least 2 periodic tests. and in no

case for less than 2 years.

(1) Each utility shall report to the commission periodic tests of meters on Form E— 15, which is described

in Puc 609.0$, once a year.

(m) Each utility shall report request or referee tests, referred to in (0 and (g) above, to the commission

on Form E-16, which is described in Puc 609.09. once a month. if any occur.

Ptic 605.05 Customer’s Bill Adj ustments.

(a) In meter tests made by the utility or monitored by the commission as provided by Puc 605.04. the

correctness of registration of the meter and its performance in service shall be judged by its average error,

determined in accordance with Puc 605.03.

(b) Any adjustment of charges which is made in accordance with this section shall be based on the

average error thus derived.

(c) Whenever a meter is found to register in excess of 103% of the correct amount, the utility shall

refund to the customer an amount equal to the charge for the excess billed for the shorter of the following:

(I) The previous 12 months;

(2) A period equal to 1/2 of the time elapsed since the last test;

(3) The period of occupancy by the customer.

(d) If the time when the error, referred to in (c) above, first developed or occurred can be definitely

fixed, the amount to be refunded shall be based thereon.

(e) ‘Whenever a meter is found to tinder—register as outlined in Ptic 605.03(d), the utility may make a

charge to the customer for the unbilled amount supplied for the shorter of:

(1) The previous 12 months;

(2) A period equal to 1/2 of the time elapsed since the last test: or

(3) The period of occupancy by the customer.
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(f) If a meter or remote register is found which does not register properly, the bill for the period of
improper registration shall be based upon information recorded by a meter or remote register, during a period
during which the device is determined to accurately record use, prior or subsequent to the period of improper
registration, and any other pertinent information supplied by the customer or known to the utility.

(g) The period for recovery of the difference between previously billed amounts and estimated actual
consumption under (0 above shall not exceed 12 months.

Puc 605.06 Test Facilities and Eqcnpment.

(a) Each utility furnishing metered water service shall either:

(1) Provide the necessary standard facilities, instruments and other equipment for testing meters in
compliance with these rules; or

(2) Enter into satisfactory arrangements for the test of its meters by another utility or agency
equipped to test meters in compliance with these rules, subject to approval by the commission
pursuant to Puc 201.05.

(b) Each utility shall maintain or arrange for the tise of a meter test shop which, insofar as practicable,
shall simitlate the actual service conditions.

(c) The meter test shop required by (b) above shall be provided with:

(1) The necessary fittings, inclttding a quick-acting valve for controlling the starting and stopping
of the test; and

(2) A device for regulating the flow of water through the meter under test.

(d) The accuracy of the test equipment and test procedures shall be sufficient to enable shop test of
displacement meters with an error not to exceed 0.5%.

(e) Each utility shall maintain or arrange for the use of measuring devices for test of meters.

(0 The measuring devices required by (e) above shall consist of calibrated tanks for volumetric
measurements, tanks mounted upon scales for weight measurement or standard meters.

(g) In using the measuring devices required by (e) above the utility shall adhere to the following test
measurement standards:

(I) When a volumetric tank is used it shall be certified by the New Hampshire or local sealer of
weights and measures:

(2) When a weight standard is used the scales shall be tested and certified at least once ever year
by the New Hampshire or local sealer of weights and measures, and a record maintained of the
results of such test;

(3) Basic standards used for meter tests shall be of sufficient capacity to insure accuracy of the
test;

(4) Standard meters may be used for the purpose of testing meters in place provided they have
been tested and calibrated within the limits of accuracy required by Puc 600, either by the utility
with its volumetric or weight standard equipment or by an approved laboratory, within the previous
60 days; and
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(5) The utility shall keep a record of tests referred to in (4) above for a period of not less than 5

months.

Puc 605.07 Underground Utility Damage Prevention Program. All utilities shall comply with Puc 800,

the underground utility damage prevention program rtiles.

PART Puc 606 EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES

Puc 606.01 Standard Practice.

(a) Each utility shall construct, install, operate and maintain its plant, structures, equipment and mains:

(I) In accordance with applicable American Water Works Association Standards copyrighted by

the American Water Works Association, pursuant to the applicable standards described in N.H

Code Admin. Rule Env-Ws 307.01, Standards of the American Water Works Association; and

(2) In such manner, insofar as practical:

a. To best accommodate the public; and

b. To prevent interference with service furnished by other underground facilities, including

gas. electric, telephone, steam, sewer and other underground and above ground facilities.

Puc 606.02 Distribution System and Mains.

(a) Water mains shall be installed below the normal frost line or otherwise protected to prevent freezing.

Mains used exclusively to provide temporary or seasonal service shall be excluded from this requirement.

(b) Insofar as practicable, the utility shall design its distribution system so as to avoid dead ends on its

mains.

(c) Where dead ends are unavoidable the titility shall provide hydrants or valves for the purpose of

flushing the mains.

(d) Where dead ends are unavoidable the utility shall adhere to the following standards:

(I) Mains with dead ends shall be flushed as often as necessary to maintain the proper quality of

tii vvati,

(2) Records shall be kept of all flushings of mains, showing the date, place and duration: and

(3) Flushing records shall be used as a guide in determining the necessary frequency of flushing

of the same mains thereafter.

(e) Valves shall be provided at intervals in the mains sufficient to allow the utility to facilitate repairs

and mininiize interruptions of service.

(f) Whenever feasible, the distribution system shall be laid out in a grid segmented so that in case of

breaks or repairs the number of customers affected can be minimized.

Puc 606.03 Fire Protection and Hydrants.

(a) A utility and an applicant may negotiate regarding fire hydrants, public and private fire protection

facilities and connecting mains, as to the following:

(1) Specifications;
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(2) Location;

(3) Installation;

(4) Responsibility for maintenance; and

(5) Ownership.

(b) Fire hydrants and public and private protection facilities shall be installed in conformity to the
requirements of the utility.

(c) 1-lydrants maintained by the cttility shall be inspected and flushed at least once each year, and shall
be checked for freezing as often as necessary to insure that they are functioning properly.

(d) A record of each hydrant shall be maintained showing the size, type, location, date of inspection and
flushing and the results thereof.

(e) Reports of periodic inspection of flushing of hydrants shall be reported to the commission on Form
E-17, described at Puc 609.10 once a year.

Puc 606.04 Valves and Service Connections.

(a) Each utility shall locate. operate and inspect each valve on its distribution system at least once every
5 years.

(b) A utility annually shall locate, operate and inspect valves which are:

(1) Larger than 12 inches in diameter;

(2) Located on major transmission lines; or

(3) Otherwise critical to system operation.

(c) A utility shall keep a record of each valve showing the size, type, location, date of inspection and
the results of each inspection.

(d) Each utility shall require that the size, design, material and installation of the service pipe shall
conform to such requirements of the utility as may be incorporated in its rules and regulations.

(e) The utility shall require that the minimum size of the service pipe shall not be less than 3/4 inch
nominal size except under unusual circumstances, such as might exist in a residence with very low demand
located very close to the main.

(f) All service pipes shall be laid at a depth sufticient to prevent freezing, except where services are not
intended for tise during freezing weather and are actually drained during such periods.

(g) Curb stops shall be placed at the customers property line except in unusual situations such as service
to an apartment or to a condominium.

(h) Each utility shall require that the customer shall not install any tree or branch connection in the
service pipe.

(1) A utility may require the customer to leave the trench open and customer service pipe uncovered
until it is inspected by the utility and shown to be free from any irregularity or defect.

(j) Each utility shall require the following in relation to individual service connections:
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(1) Each service connection shall be provided with an individual shut—off;

(2) No tandem services shall be permitted; and

(3) Where such tandem services exist, the shut—offs necessary to comply with this requirement

shall be installed.

Puc 606.05 Disinfection of Facilities. Disinfection of facilities shall be as approved by the New

Hampshire department of environmental services.

PART Puc 607 RECORDS, REPORTS AND ACCOUNTING REQUIREMENTS

Puc 607.01 Station Records. Each utility shall keep sufficient records of the operation of its pumping.

filtering, chlorinating and other units to show the characteristics and performance of each.

Puc 607.02 Water Supply Measurement.

(a) Each utility shall install a suitable measuring device at each source of supply in order that a record

can be maintained of the quantity of water produced at each source.

(b) At least once each month each utility shall determine the quantity produced from each source of

supply.

(c) A utility shall record and transmit to the commission in the utility’s annual report to the commission

its 12 month totals of water supply’ by sources.

Ptic 607.03 System Maps.

(a) Each utility shall have on file at its principal office located within New I—Iampshire a map, maps or

drawings showing the following:

(I) The size, character and location of all mains including hydrants and valves;

(2) The size and location of each service connection, where practicable; and

(3) The layout of all principal pumping stations, filter and chlorinating plants to show size, location

and character of all major equipment, pipe lines, connections, valves and other equipment used.

(b) In lieu of showing service locations on maps, referred to in (a)(2) above, a card record or other

stiitable means may be used.

Ptic 607.04 Meter Records.

(a) Each utility shall keep records numerically arranged and classified by meter type presenting, for each

meter owned and used by the utility for any purpose. the following:

(1) Identification number;

(2) Date of purchase;

(3) Name of manufacturer;

(4) Serial number;

(5) Type;

(6) Rating; and
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(7) Information as to each premises where the meter has been in service, as follows:

a. The name and address of cacti customer on whose premises the meter has been in service;

b. Date of installation; and

c. Date of removal.

(b) These records shall be maintained in a manner such that the date of the last test is readily
ascertainable.

Puc 607.05 Preservation of Records.

(a) Alt records shall be preserved by the utility for a period of 2 years unless otherwise designated by
the commission’s rules governing the preservation of records, including Puc 607.07(b).

(b) The tttility shall make such records available to the commission or its staff upon request at the tttility’s
office located in the state of New Hampshire.

Puc 607.06 Reports to Commission.

(a) The utility shall furnish the commission with any information concerning the utility’s facilities or
operations which the commission shall request and need for determining rates or jttdging the practices of the
utility.

(b) Each utility shall file periodic reports with the commission as required by Puc 609 on the forms, as
described in Ptic 609, which shall be furnished by the commission upon request.

Puc 607.07 Uniform System of Accounts.

(a) Each utility shall maintain its accounts and records in conformity with the “Uniform Classification
ot Accounts for Water Utilities” established and issued by the commission as a uniform system of accounts
pursuant to RSA 3 74:8.

(b) Each utility shall keep and preserve all accounts and records as provided in the “Regulations to
Govern the Preservation of Records of Electric, Gas and Water Utilities Regulation”, governing the preservation
of records of water utilities, issued by the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners, which is
established and designated by the commission as part of its uniform system of accounts pursuant to RSA 374:8.

REVISION NOTE:

Document #6475 removed the former Ptic 610 entitled “Uniform System of Accounts for Water Utilities”
and amended the former Ptic 607.08 governing accounting records. previously adopted under Document #5818,
effective 4-27-94.

Pursuant to RSA 374.8, II aiid RSA 541-A:21. 1(q), as amended effective 7-23-94 by 1994, 193:3 and
193:4, the uniform system of accounts (USOA) for regulated utilities as referenced in Puc 607.07 is exempt
from the rulemaking requirements of RSA 541-A. The text of the USOA is not included in Puc 607.07 above
because the publication requirement for rules in RSA 541-A: 15, I does not apply.

By Order No. 21,310 dated August 8, 1994, the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) ordered, because of 1994, 193, that the USOAs, including the USOA for water utilities, “shall
remain in effect until stich time as the Commission shall prescribe, amend, rescind or otherwise affect the
U SOAs currently prescribed for regulated utilities”.
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The Commission must still file in the Office of Legislative Services a copy of all USOA rules adopted,

amended or repealed under RSA 374:8. The text of the USOA for water utilities stibjectto Order No. 21,310

was last filed in Document #6624.

A copy of the USOA as referenced in Puc 607.07 may be obtained at the New Hampshire Public Utilities

Commission, 21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10, Concord, New Hampshire 0330!.

Puc 607.0$ Work Order and Continuing Property Records. Each utility shall maintain a work order

system and continuing property records according to the Uniform Classification of Accounts for Water

Utilities and shall provide the commission access to such records when reqtiested.

PART Puc 60$ SAFETY, INSPECTIONS AND SHORT TERM DEBT

Puc 608.01 Safety Instrttctions. Each utility shall adopt comprehensive instructions for the safety of

employees in regard to the operation, construction and maintenance of its plant facilities, and shall require that

such employees have been properly informed of safe practices and are cognizant of all hazards involved.

Puc 608.02 Resuscitation.

(a) Each utility shall institute and maintain a prograni instructing its employees engaged in electrical

work or work in hazardous atmospheres, such as in-ground pump stations or meter vaults, in safety procedures

for resuscitation emergencies.

(b) Copies of safety procedtires shall be furnished to each such employee.

(c) Electrical work as used herein shall be construed to mean work on all live electric conductors and

equipment.

Puc 608.03 Accidents.

(a) Each utility shall report to the commission as soon as possible after each accident occurring in

connection with the operation of its property, facilities or services, wherein any person shall have been killed

or seriously injured or whereby any serious property damage shall have been caused.

(b) The first report of an accident may be preliminary, but if so, shall be followed later by as full a

statement as possible of the cause and details of the accident and precautions taken, if any. to prevent recurrence.

(e) Accidents resulting in slight injuries which do not incapacitate the person injured from active work

for more than 6 days in the aggregate during the 10 days immediately following injury shall not be required to

be reported.

(d) The utility shall report to the commission on form E—5, NHPUC Accident Form’, described in Ptic

609.06, any accident related to its utility operations which is not a slight accident as described in (c) above.

Puc 608.04 Commission Inspection. The commission shall, from time to time, inspect the t\ orks and

system of each utility and the manner in which it has conformed and presently cnnforms to commission rtiles.

Pue 608.05 Short Term Debt. No utility shall issue or renew any notes, bonds or other evidence of

indebtedness payable less than 12 months after the date thereof if said short term debt exceeds 10% of the

utility’s net fixed plant without prior commission approval pursuant to Puc 201.05.
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PART Ptic 609 FORMS TO BE FILED BY ALL UTILITIES

Puc 609.01 F-iC Quarterly Statement of Operations.

(a) Any utility which does not file a statement of operations with the commission on a monthly basis
shall file form F-I C on a quarterly basis.

(b) Utilities shall include in form F—I C:

(1) A caption indicating the title of the form as “Form F-IC” along with the name of the utility
filing the report;

(2) A statement of operation taking operating revenues, subtracting all expenses, leaving the net
income;

(3) A reconciliation of retained earnings composed of balance at the beginning of the period and
balance at end of the period;

(4) A balance sheet listing the assets and liabilities with a final restilt of total capital and liabilities;
and

(5) The signature, full name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the
report.

Puc 609.02 F-3 Pro Forma Income Statement at Present and Proposed Rates for Year Ended.

(a) Each utility which requests a rate increase shall file form F-3 with the commission.

(b) Form F-3 shall include:

(I) A caption identifying the report as “F-3 Pro Forma Income Statement” along with the name of
the titility filing the report;

(2) A breakdown of operating revenues and expenses for:

a. Actual year ended;

b. Adjustments and pro forma at present rates;

c. At proposed rates with additional requirements; and

d. Total requirements;

(2) A calculation of rate base and a calculation of rate of return; and

(3) The signature, full name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the
report.

Puc 609.03 F-4 Petition For Authority To lsstte Securities.

(a) Each utility shall file form F-4 with the commission when it seeks authority to issue securities.

(b) Form F-4 shall include the following:

(I) A petition which shall incltide:
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a. A caption which shall identify the report as “F—4 Petition for Authority to Issue Securities’
along with the name of the utility filing the report:

b. Description of authorized and outstanding long term debt and capital stock;

c. Amount of short term notes outstanding;

d. Description of new securities;

e. Description of what proceeds will be tised for;

f. List of exhibits attached;

g. Certification statement as contained in Puc 609.04 (d);

h. Petitioners prayer asking for the relief requested; and

i. The signature, full name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation
of the form;

(2) Application for leave to issue securities pursuant to RSA 369:3 including a statement in

reasonable detail of any proposed additions, construction or working capital requirements together

with any proposed construction budget:

(3) Exhibit 2, showing the estimated cost of financing including, for example. legal costs. printing.
documentary tax, trustee services, financial services;

(4) Exhibit 3, current balance sheet adjusted for financing with journal entries and explanations for
actual, adjustments and as adjusted:

(5) Exhibit 4, current income statement adjusted for financing including new interest, depreciation

and taxes with entries for actual, adjustments and as adjusted;

(6) Exhibit 5. statement of capitalization ratios after giving effect to the proposed financing: and

(7) Exhibit 6, weighted average cost of debt.

(c) The utility shall also proc e the fnllowing:

(1) A copy of the purchase and sale agreement for long tenn financing including any letter of

commitment from a tender stating the details of financing;

(2) A copy of the mortgage indenture;

(3) A copy of terms of new common or preferred stock;

(4) A resolution of petitioner’s stockholders. board of directors or other governing body of

petitioner. as appropriate. authorizing the proposed financing; and

(5) An original and 6 copies of the petition and exhibits.

(d) By submitting or signing a Form F—4 petition, the persons submitting the form agree to comply with

the certification requirement as set forth in Puc 609.04 (d).
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Pttc 609.04 F-l6-Water Annual Repoit

(a) Each utility which maintains its books on a calendar year basis shall complete the “Annual Report
for Water Utilities,” dated .July 2013, form available on the commission website at www.puc.nh.gov/forms, and
file one signed original and one electronic copy with the commission annually on or before March 31 st

(b) Each utility which maintains its books on a fiscal year which does not coincide with a calendar year
shall complete the commission’s Form F-16 “Annual Report for Water Utilities,” dated Jttly 2013, available on
the commission website at www.puc.nh.gov/forms, and file with the commission one signed original and one
electronic copy by email or through the commission’s electronic records filing system no later than 90 days
following the close of each fiscal year.

Pttc 609.05 F-22 - Information Sheet.

(a) Each utility shall file Form F-22:

(I) Annually; and

(2) Whenever any changes occur to the information included in the Form F—22 filing.

(b) Each utility shall include the following on form F—22:

(1) A caption identifying the form as “Form F-22” along with the name of titility;

(2) Persons name and address to receive annual report form;

(3) Person’s name and address to receive the utility assessment tax;

(4) The names and titles of the principal officers of the company; and

(5) The signature, ftill name and title of the titility employee who supervised the preparation of the
form.

Puc 609.06 E-5 - Utility Accident Report.

(a) Each utility shall file a completed “NHPUC Accident Form” within 10 working days of when a
utility accident, as described in Puc 608.03(a) and (c), occurs.

(b) The “NHPUC Accident Form” shall include a caption identifying it as the “NHPUC Accident Form”
and the following:

(1) Report number, date and name and address of utility;

(2) Date and location of accident;

(3) Description of person inj tired inctud ing:

a. Name;

b. Age;

c. Residence;

d. Employer; and

e. Status of injured person, whether employee, person tinder contract, invitee, licensee,
trespasser or other;
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(4) Description of injury, current condition, duration of disability’ and. if applicable, anticipated
return to work date:

(5) Description of catise and manner of accident:

(6) If applicable, cause of death, previous accident report number of the report filed prior to the
death;

(7) Designation of federal or state statute violated, if known;

(8) Recommendation for guarding against repetition of accident; and

(9) Signature and title of signatory.

Puc 609.07 E-14 - Repoi-t of Pressure Complaints.

(a) Each utility shall report pressure complaints to the commission on form E—14 on a monthly basis if
they occur.

(b) A utility shall include on form E-14 the following:

(1) A caption identifying the report as “E-14 Report of Presstire Complaints” along with the name
of the titility filing the report;

(2) Name of complainant and location;

(3) Date of test and average pressure;

(4) Pressure recorded including the minimum, time of day, maximum, time of day;

(5) Total minutes below allowable minimum and above allowable maximum; and

(6) The signature, full name and title of the utility employee responsible for supervising the
preparation of the report.

Puc 609.08 E- 15 Annual Report of Water Meter Tests.

(a) Each utiiity shall file with the commission a report of water meter tests on form E— 15 on an annual

basis.

(b) A utility shall include on form E- 15 a caption identifying it as “E— I 5 Annual Report of Water Meter
Tests and the following:

(1) The utility’ name and year reported;

(2) The total meters installed at end of year by size;

(3) The number of 5!8 through 2—inch meters tested with a breakdown of the number meeting the
standards specified in Puc 605.03(b), the number with no registration and the number failing the
standards of Puc 605.03(b);

(4) Individual test results for larger meters; and

(5) The signature, ftill name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the
report.
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Ptic 609.09 E- 1 6 Report of Water Meter Complaint Tests.

(a) Each utility shall file form E—1 6 summarizing water meter complaint tests on a monthly basis if
complaints occur.

(b) A utility shall include on form E-16 a caption identifying the report as “E-16 Report of Water Meter
Complaint Tests” and the following:

(1) The name of the company and the month reported;

(2) The customers name and address;

(3) The meter manufacttirer, manufacturer’s number, company number, type, size;

(4) The percent of registration that are fast and percent of registration that are slow;

(5) If a bill adjustment occurs, the amount refunded or collected and the period covered by the bill
adjustment; and

(6) The signature, full name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the
report.

Puc 609.10 E- 17 Annual Report of Hydrant Inspection.

(a) Each utility shall file form E—1 7 describing its inspections of hydrants on an annual basis.

(b) A utility shall include on form E-l 7 a caption identifying the report as “E-17 Annual Report of
I I drant Inspection” and the following:

(1) The name of the company and the year of the report;

(2) The number of hydrants maintained, number of hydrants inspected and flushed, and number of
hydrants found defective;

(3) A breakdown of defective hydrants as follows:

a. The date, location, date of last inspection;

b. The nature of the defect, the cause of the defect; and

c. The corrective steps taken; and

(4) The signature, ftill name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the
report.

Puc 609.] 1 E-1 8 Report of Interruptions of Service Over 30 Minutes Duration.

(a) Each utility shall file form E-1 8 on a monthly basis summarizing interruptions to service of over 30
iii mutes duration, if any occur.

(b) A utility shall include on form E—18 a caption identifying the report as ‘E—l $ Report of Interruptions
of Service Over 30 Minutes Duration” and the following:

(1) The name of the company and the month reported;

(2) The date, time and duration of interruption;
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(3) The location and number of customers affected;

(4) The cause of the interruption; and

(5) The signature, full name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the

report.

Puc 609.12 E-22 - Report of Proposed Expenditures for Additions, Extensions and Capital

Improvements to Fixed Capital.

(a) Except as provided in (I) below, each utility shall file an annual report of proposed expenditures for

addition, extensions and capital improvements to fixed capital on or before May 15 of each year.

(b) The report shall inclttde a caption identi’ing the report as “E-22 Report of Proposed Expenditures

for Additions, Extensions and Capital Improvements to Fixed Capital” along with the name of the utility filing

the report.

(c) The utility shall report the following on Form E-22 with respect to any proposed expenditures for

additions, extensions and capital improvements which meet the conditions of (d) below:

(1) A description of the addition, extension or capital improvement;

(2) The location of the proposed addition, extension or capital improvement:

(3) The total estimated cost of the proposed addition, extension or improvement by work category:

and

(4) The signature, hill name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the

report.

(d) Each utility shall report to the commission when the probable cost of any addition. extension or

capital improvement to its utility plant will exceed the reportable amounts shown in Table 6.9. 1 below:

Table 6.9.1 Reportable Amounts by Utility Plant Range

UTILITY PLANT RANGE REPORTABLE AMOUNT

$ 400,000 and under $5,000
400,001 to $ 1.000.000 10,000

1,000,00] to 2,000,000 15,000
2,000,001 to 3,000,000 22,500
3,000,001 to 50,000,000 30,000
50,000,001 to 100,000,000 50,000
lOO,000.OOl and over 100.000

(e) The reportable amount shall be based on the gross fixed capital, as of December 3 1st of the calendar

year immediately preceding, of each core stand-alone or satellite system with an independent source of supply.

(f) Companies with more than $10,000,000 in fixed capital may tise the next higher reporting limit for

their satellite systems.

(g) The reporting limits shall apply to total project cost including contributions in aid of construction.

(h) For purposes of(d) above, reporting to the commission shall consist of:

(I) A completed E-22 form; or
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(2) With written approval of the commission, a construction budget.

(1) The commission shall accept a construction budget in place of individual E-22 forms if the proposed
budget:

(1) Highlights all projects above the utility’s reporting limit;

(2) Contains a level of detail appropriate to the expenditures anticipated and to identification of
potential project-specific issues; and

(3) Covers a period of no longer than one year.

(j) A utility shall file an original and duplicate copy with the commission engineering department as
follows:

(1) An individual E-22 form no fewer than 30 days before starting acttial construction or
expenditure of funds; or

(2) A construction budget no fewer than 60 days before starting actual construction or expenditure
of funds.

(k) A utility may provide an additional copy of its filing and request that it be date-stamped and returned
by the commission to confirm filing.

(I) If the cost of a project is anticipated to fall below the applicable reporting limit but later exceeds it,
the utility shall immediately file an E-22 form at whatever time or phase of the project it becomes apparent the
limit will be exceeded. This requirement shall include projects listed in a construction budget but not
highlighted in accordance with (i)(1) above.

(m) Investigation of or comment on a construction budget or E-22 by the commission or failure of the
staff to identil’ prudence review issues shall not constitute a final prudence review and the commission shall
not be precluded from analyzing the merit of any expenditure in a future rate case.

(n) If a project not included in an approved construction budget arises which will exceed a utility’s
reporting limit, the utility shall file an E-22 form.

Puc 609. 13 E-25 Water - Report of Proposed Changes in Depreciation Rates.

(a) Each utility shall file Form E-25 Water when it proposes any change in depreciation rates.

(b) A utility shall include on form E-25 Water:

(1) A caption identi’ing the report as “E-25 Water Report of Proposed Changes in Depreciation
Rates” along with the name of the company;

(2) The date;

(3) The account number and title;

(4) The estimated life, both present and proposed, in years;

(5) The net salvage, both present and proposed, by percentage;

(6) The depreciation rate, both present and proposed, by percentage;

(7) The net annual change in dollars;
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(8) The reasons for the proposed changes; and

(9) The signature, full name and title of the utility employee who supervised the preparation of the

report.

(c) A utility shall not implement any change in depreciation rates until the proposed change has been

approved by the commission.

Puc 609.14 Electronic Filing Requirements. Annual Report.

(a) “Electronic filing” means the filing with the commission of an electronic version of a document or

form.

(b) Each utility shall, in addition to filing a completed and exectited “Annual Report” in paper as required

by Puc 609.04. electronically file with the commission. to the extent practicable, in an electronic file format

compatible with the computer system of the commission. a completed “Annual Report” form.

(c) The commission shall maintain a list on its web site of the types of electronic file formats compatible

with its computer system.

as defi-nd—i-n---P+ie--t%02-1-5—s-Ia1-l—be—ex- m-pt-—frern—-1-ke—req-u+reinents ‘

section.

(ed) Any utility may petition for a one year waiver from the electronic filing requirement pursuant to

the waiver provisions nfPuc 201.05.

(fe) In its application for a waiver under (e) above, a utility shall describe and provide evidence to

demonstrate that:

(1) It does not have the computer capability to generate electronic reports or filings due to the small

size of its overall operations or its lack of computer equipment and/or expertise;

(2) Its existing available computer systems ate not compatible with the computer systems of the

commission and because of this incompatibility it would be prohibitively expensive or cumbersome

to file electronically; or

(3) Other circumstances would make electronic filing prohibitively expensive or cumbersome.

(sf) The commission shall issue a waiver under (e) and (0 above if it determines that the burden on the

utility of electronic filing outweighs the benefit to the administrative process.

(hg) The commission shall make available to each titility upon reqtiest an electronic version of the

“Annual Report” form when the commission has prepared and has available an electronic version.

PART Puc 610 RETtJRNON [Q1J ITY FOR SMALL WATER UTILITIES

Puc 610.01 jjose. The purpose of Puc 610 is to provide genericreturnonequitvan

i+-meelaii—f&r thatasmal I water distribution systems maralchLng to:

(a) Ensure sale and adequa1e—servee-etstotners-t-kai might—be—1-hfeatened from thae—to—i4—b’—seet’e

t’een+esos-i-eti caused b\ unexpected capital add-i-fl-em; and state and Federally mandate j3t*ams that inerease

opetatm expensesProvide an economical and straiehtForvard methodoloev for settj tea return on equit for

small water distribution systems; and
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(b) Reduce rate case expenses. Avoiding the use of outside consultants as expert witnesses on rettirn on
equjrc inaratetjjnwill_lover t se_pees1hat are ctin’ently paid for in their entirety by customers and
lnve at t mes f-eed4hte%uested-eate—r&-i€f

__(ç)Rjuce customer bill impaci. Rate case expenses are recovered though a surcharge on customer
hills. The surcharge is determined hvdividhjg_rate case expense by either the number of customers or the
glHonssoIdb\1he v ater distribution system. therefore, a small customer base requires a higher surcharge and
hasaareater customer bill impact. Customers of a small water distribution system will see a greater redtiction
in bill mipact from avoided rate casecypenses than customers of larger water distribution systems.

Puc 610.02 ‘jfrted—Preeeed

(a}—h+4le—al4eit-i1o—a—fui1—uate—-piiaceeding filed pursuant to Puc 1600. a small water system ma
irmesti-ureae4n—reernies to recover the—c-oit of any capital add-i-t4ons. or any are the
res-t÷k—of-u1w—s1-al-e--or federal mandate. that result in a+i+m-u-a-l earning*—based—9n the small water system’s fisea1
eflf—be-kw—a—gefl*1’fe—return on equity set pursuant to Puc 610.03, subject to the following conditions:

l-)——Phe—ma-N—water—&tem—hu-W—flle a petition with the—eemmission containing the tollowm-g+

a. I he small water system’s last established t’ate base and rate of return, with a citation to the
docket establishing said rate base and rate of return;

b. The small water system’s and the utility’s realized rate cii return established from its last
flIed annual report in combination with any increased or decreased costs and capital additions
that were not included in that annual report;

,.n.-.,f,,IThe small water system’s 1.,iosed cost of utilizing the generic return qu4t
contamed in Puc 6 10.03 and its most recent cost of debt;

d. Copies ot all invoices substantiating the capital additions requested to be added to rate
ase

e—A-n-—e*p-l-anation signed under oath and notarized of each capital addition’s usefulness.
ueee&s-ft———and ptmrpose

f—4n explanation signed and sworn to under oath and notarized of all incteased operating

costs incurred as a result of a federal or state mandate including a specific citation to the
federal or state mandate that required the increase in costs;

g. The requested increase in revenues, and its effect upon the average customer’s annual bill:

l+—n—a+eudetl tarifT page reflecting the proposed uierea’:

(2*4e_s+ri+all atem :t 4’11—i-’e—ilTha-a-i1-ab1e—few—an—aud-i1—at—1he location where its books
and record’; are •. —

3- ‘1 he sn+al-l— -ct-t m’—syte-nl shall maintain its books—awl records pursuant to tile uniform system of
accounts which is described at Poic 607,07;

N4•+44q4+—ff+-t-he-l-tkz.,, I’

iyaafit s-’i-wh4eh4boe-eus,,., and th .“iee
H-+—i++—’+m;, I v;1wr syscm shaH pro4de—noticc to all of its customers, all

advocate by first

a. The requ•este#-rn-te-—i-n•cm’ease:
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b. The a4e—in+pact on tta—a’cennc customers ‘“

t Fht- 41-1—afk1itjpns and the federal or state mandates that nece hated the need for rate

relief: and

U. I UL C *Nllui I tIiL 10 pW fluiptttu in tue evw’ ui tue re-qtles{eu ate nut ease:

(5) A copy ci tne—t-t*tuce required Ill 4), ait)tig ‘ lit

eeinrnission Within 15 tlrlv of tue—a eepta.ne-e—e—te_I’-t-I-i—44 as i ccl CU t1 II i” UClUV

(h) Failure to comp-k-—-wit1+—anv of the provisions andHequiremenis set forth in (a) sliall—est+l-t—ni—11e

+n-mediate ejection of the—pe44e —the--t4litv has fin-led to iej*n4-to--a i14ee—i+a-ed [v, the efm+±4-Hwl
I? C A 11 A -20 I

Puc 61 0.03—Generic Return on Equity.

(a) At least once during any 12 month period following the adoption of these rtiles the commission shall

establish a generic return to be applied to the equity invested in t1ea small water

4i-seoime4eush P
many_ratej)roceecilng and. it it elects to use the cteneric rate of return, it shall update jj_c before a

linal hearina. in the ratee case.

(b) For the purposes of this section. the commission shall assume that the return on equity for regulated

gas and ater utilities as published b thqJeeulator Research Associates lot recent calendar vear:ZF.mtd.el

are reflfc.sentatReol ‘hat value stockholders cunci alue-p luce on a share of

stock ft)r water distribution svstemsat-1.l-1e-pfeset+t—’a4-1fe-**l41e—e*peeted-—ea%l+-14ow horn that ;httLs1÷ekorn.d

(c) For es stion. the comm ission sha!l assume that ]ueplacedonutihtv preferred

stock plus 350 basis points as publ shed [v, Value Line is representative ol hat value stockholders phice on a

share of stock for waler distribution systems.

_jçje) For the purposes of this section. the generic return on equjty. rounded_do to decimal

shall be derived as foHows:nn+ple—**f n+prm-ies used4 eomj*id-ng4—s-h4l—-eonsist of—ton Cub fofl+i-u—w’I’

ttttHi1t—tl-5±ëti—HI tile HOSt cutrrei+t-4+sue—of—-\1-a1+te—-L-ii+e—l-n-vestinent Stir’” or vti 1’c’n”fli’’’_4fnffl+e-fa1H:an.Fee

(jj The baseline return on equity vi1l he calculated using the average of the weighted aeraecof

the authorized return of water utility rate cases clurine the most recent calendar quarterswitha LoLgI
minimum of 10 observations and the weighted average ci the median authorized retwiionequit

tor gas utilities during the most recent calendar quarters with a total in inirnuim of I 0 obyei ations.

Observations are the number of rate cases in the quarter ugLQga]culate the aveiyg water and

median eas returns on equit’ and weigltgçl by the number of observations in a quarter divided by

the total observations over the numb inimc in oflOobservations. FoIIo’a ing

that calcuhiion, the resulting return will he averaggvith an amount_resultiqgliom adding 350

basis points to the value of the preferred utility stock as most recently repoiled by Value lme. - lie

result ol’the 2 calculations shall yield the baseline return on eqtutv for this secn.

(2) For purposes of this section. the authorized average return of equit kit \\ater_utilities and the

nmii her of cases will he as reported hvthe Rcgulatorv Research_Associates. RRA Water AdvCsor

Major Rate Case Decisions. The median of authorized rettirn on equity for gas utilities will be as
reported by the Regulatot’ Research Associates. RRA Regulatory Focus: iorkatg Case
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Decisions.” Utility preferred stock values will he the Value Line estimated yield on Utility
A” preferred stocks published weekly.

U] Rate Case Expense Savinus Adder: 50 basjs pQjts will he added to the baseline return on

(1_UiItl Structure Adder will be_.idded to the baseline return on equi’ for a balanced capital
structure:

J’ora capital structurtyj_çquty of 35 to 40jercent. the adder will he 10 basis points;

[ lor a ca il s teture with equity of 40 to 44 percent, the adder will he 1 5 basis points:

c.jijçiital structure with equity of 45 to 55 percent, the adder will be 25 basis points;
and

d. for a capital structure with equity of 56-60 percent, the adder will be 10 basis points.

U) An Exenipiy Performance Adder olup to 50 basis points shall be added to the baseline return
on equjty if the commission determines that a small water utility substantially exceeds utility
perlhrmance of similarly situated small water titilitics hia rate flling in any of the following areas:

a. Development of an Asset Mannge!nent Prqgtam for achievin and maintaining the desired
Icvel of service at the lowest apppnate cost to customçgs:

b. Reduction in system leaks and tmaecotinted for water:

c.Cost containment initiatives:

dHtproved water quality:

e. Improved custonier service.

j\ Non—compliance Deduction: up to 50 basis pojntsjiiav be deducted 1iom the baseline return
jjeqtutv when a small water utility files for a rate increase if the_commission determines that the
utility has repeatedly not compjjpd_withj ilaorv requirements within the rast 2 yer.

a. Staf’for any party to the rate proceeding may request a deduction for non—comphance:

h. There will he no deduction Gr non—compliance olan acqtm ired utility if the acquired utility
ired and the acqujgjflgility has implemented an

ngpveciplantoachwvecomphance. C .phance_ikmsm is roved by the by the
regulatory authority with jurisdiction.

——--deh*wpes-uf41i%s-eet-i
a4—Ewe%hti ng +d-i f’rd-s—t+3-efwl+ings, reflecting tF
are al+;e ‘med with the-source uf i-lie-cash 14ew,-

I. I-...II us%-n-g—Iuoth div-id-ends and earnings, with
v-1wetnt1at which the eee4e4u-t

Puc 610.034 ‘ihilitvRiuhttoChaHence Use of the Generic Return on Eguitv. The eommissioif,
the oflice ofcenstmier aclvocate,a customer or other interested part. may challenge the generic return onequjty
used hya small water clistrihcmtion system in a late tiling with the commissionA—smfl-I-—wate-F--&s1-e-n—sl+a14-ii-e-G-e
eligible kir rate relief pursuant to this se-et-ki-n—-i-t-l+i-mi—--e-ars---after—t-he—-i-s-s-u-a÷ce ofa final o-rder—uml-er—Pue4l—G—eu
Dec 1600.
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—-___

a small water systems aflocat-ie÷-of—t’e-vei+oe respifhf+t-y—betweefi

classes of customers a:; pai%—e-f-a—pieeeding hrou-gl+t before the commission pursuant to thsee1+ow

(b) Changes to revenue alloe ions shall include:

( I ) Chaures between or am+g—residentiaL commercial, wholesale or industrial customen

(2) Fixed charges for service regardless of the amount of water consumed tin less the svstem—b4lls
u+}4ai

(3-) A vu l-elws-er

(I) Any other chare thai is not. based—on the amount of water consumed for metered rates as a
el t of a rat- eq+ie—nsu-a it to th is

(c) Soeh—-l+ai+es—&ha1-l—l3e—a-l-le i-.-4+ewe-ve-F-11e-Fe--a—s-n+nHw ater system has installed meters since its

—eq+i4-nemeo-t--wa&—set by tl—eti+ms’t which time a volumetric charge shall he—est11he1last
along wi-th a fixed charge.

fl. 1.. 1 (1 (\t Ci-.-. (1 I) -.. .-... .-..-. -I 1)

(a) Up&n4he—fi-l4-ng ot’a request for rate relief pursuant to this section the comrni:;sion staff shall:

I ) \‘erify thai the small—wu-ter utility has complied with the requirements set forth in Ptic (4t)-
and-P

€2-)——R.e-v%ew all information aegtnred pursuant to the requirements of Puc 61002; and

(3) MaLe a ree m-ne++Ekft-l{)n to the
thereoL be approved or denied based on the criteria set forth b these rules, RSA 3 7X—aod—4ie
op-i-n-i-ens of the New l—lampshire stipreme cotwb

( h) The staff sh-a-11—serve a cop of the staff recomnwnd+H-to-n—*-m4le petitioning smal I wuten—w4%i-t*—-aad

the office of the consumer adeeate

(c) 4he—peti+tuti hg smiH water utiht shall serve a c&p of the :; fTrceommcndation upon th--ew4om-e-r-s

of the smaH—water--+iti1%{v and the—m+inicipahties in which those customers reside at the time the petition is flIed
v ith the—corn miss ow

Pu c

(a )—4b—su+a1-l--water system, the office of—the consumer advocate, a customer or other inter e—pa4v

may challenge the :;tall recorn-m iidation—k*appn&ve—n-odiR’ or deny the requested rate increase—by--f1-i-og--w-i-th
the—eeimi+i-s&ns exeeu-ti--e--4i-ree1w—-v-i-14+i-n—-1-5--4av-s—e1—-mai I in—ef4hc stall recommcndation---a-—neq+test—te—he4rl
ceenferenee with the relevant stuffnicnnbers tod4ss—neeew++n4at-i-ew

(b) Any such request shaH—s 4wt—1ea4s—oitke objection to the recommendation of the commission

staff and the issues discussed at any such meeting :;haH be4i-mited to those issues raised in the request.

FT L.. — — — II

(1) Occur within 25 days of the—mai14n—of4e—staff-necjmwn4at-ien-’
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,.,i .:.., 4ir [.

(-d—)-—l F staf[ the small wa1er—+stem. the-offiee—-ef-1-he consumer advocate, or any othet4nterested
iesolv*—aw-—do;aereenient reaarding—ttaffs original recommendation they hali so notify tile commission—i-n

ritinc.

() if staff. the small water utility. the—office of the consLirner advocate, or any other interested parts are
unable to resolve their differences and they ish to express their position to the commission. they shall present
their positions to the commission by fihn a riti-en—si-aternent with the executive director within 15 days of the
con ter-ence vith staff.

(f) if staff or any party wishes to respond to the statements flied pursuant to section (c). they shall do so
by filing a written response with the executive director v ithin 25 days of the conference referted to in (c) ahe-ve

(g) Copies ofafl documents flied with the—e-ornmission pursuant to this section shall he served upon all
of the small water system customers. the office of 114e consumer ad ocate. tile small water system or any other
party that has participated in the proceeding.

Ptic 6] 0.08 Commisseti Decision.

(a) After review and con&k1ei’at4e-n—of—+le-siaff--ieerm+me+i4i-t%e-n and—an-v position statements and
responses thereto flied by the parties or the staFf—i-he-ee+iimission shall:

(—l—)—4&sue an order nisi approving a rate increase-of—i-he-commission finds tile rate increase just and
reasonable pursuant to tile standards set forth in RSA 378 and by the New Hampshire supreme
court, and the request is related to a matter under the commissio&s urisdiction as set forth ill this
ehe-ptef

3—1-sn-dei-diiwing tile rate increase, if the commission finds the requested rate increase to
I—u-e-j+t-si—and unreasonable lIrsLIant to the standards set forth in RSA 378 and by the New
H-a-n+pyhire supiei+ie—eeurt. or the reqaest is outside the ambit of these rules; or

_z€fer initiating a full rate proceeding pursuant to RSA 378:7 and Puc 1600 should the
ee-mlm-&s-+eml believe the utility is over earning, or under earning to a degree that threatens safe and
t1cue-serv ice teeutofneFs

Puc 610.09 Seice and Publication of Order.

(a) A copy of the order nisi granting the small water utility any increase in revenues sk±i-l-l—be served by
the utility—uj-on—eah- l’th—i-ai-l4:’. netsa’i-it-e1as-—n+ai1—n-d—the-municipa-l-i-t%e&n which the rate increase
s1+a-ll take effect.

——-——fb—y—N+e—sma H water uti I tv shaH al sorp+fb-l+sh—fi-n—-a4-i-e-+ted—ee-pv—e4--%+e—&fder—1wH—1-n—-a—-aews-pfijeP--h-av-fop
eera-kit+4af-in—4i-st-Fibuted in that pa t—o-F-0+e—s++i-e—+n—wi+ieh-41+e—rat-e4i-+ei-e+tse shaH take effect.

— (a) A small water utility seeking rate relief pursuant to this section-may recover the following expenses

1 \ll adnl-inistratke-—ek--V .,,‘ I,Ir,s I,,, ..t I,tr,1 I-,-’

ii Ii
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d-—---T.+onscnpt-+.en--eests: and

(—43ne of the—l-eNo ii 2 expense

The fees o F on—1*’s1onaI, sue-I-I-—fl N+—a’’+H4+N+t-—-ee++em-Fs1--—eHfneer--(-w—at1t-wFIe\-

prov

h. All n÷i-I-e-e—ai*I—hu4 _ ‘#i-I-’--en+4eees used to pre-seee-4e—a-—Fae—j-woeee4H-le-
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Appendix

Rule Specific State Statute the Rule Implements

Poe 601.01 -602.17g RSA365:8,X11j)
Puc 603.01 RSA 365:8, X4-I]; 378:3
Puc 603.02- 603,05 RSA 365:8, X-l4çj); 370:1-3; 374:3
Puc 604.01 - 604.0$ RSA 365:8, X-T4j); 374:3
Puc 605.01 - 605.06 RSA 365:8, X1-Içj); 370:1-8
Puc 605.07 RSA 3 65:8, X1-Ij); 3 74:48-56
Puc 606.0 - 606.05 RSA 365:8, X44(); 374:3, 15
Poe 607.0 - 607.08 RSA 365:8, X11ç ; 374:3, 5 and 15
Poe 608.01 - 608.05 RSA 365:8, X14( ); 374:3, 4 and 37-39
Poe 609.01 - 609.02 RSA 365:8, X14( ); 374:15
Puc 609.03 RSA 365:8, X-l-Içj); 369:1, 3
Puc 609.04- 609.05 RSA 365:8, X14fl); 374:15
Puc 609.06 RSA 365:8, X11j); 374:37-39
Poe 609.07 - 609.09 RSA 365:8, Xl*U); 3 70:2-5
Poe 609.10 - 609,15 RSA 365:8, X11(j); 374:3, 15
Puc 610.01 - 610.10 RSA 365:8, Xl1i); 374:3, 15; 378:3
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