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Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships (NEEP) is dedicated to bringing together key stakeholders across
the Northeast region to find ways to promote energy efficiency through policy and programs and in our
homes and business. In addition to our new Energy Efficiency Matters blog, we are ramping up our social
media presence as well. So if you get a chance, please go check us out on Facebook, Linkedin, and Twitter
for the latest developments in energy efficiency and share your latest news!

Sincerely,

Josh Craft
Public Policy Associate
|

State Policy News

Policy News from the States

New Jersey to Leave the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

(RGGI), New Hampshire's Status Unclear

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie made national headlines when he announced
that he would pull the state out of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI).
New Jersey had been under considerable pressure from conservative activists to
exit the 10-state clean energy program. Democrats in the New Jersey legislature
are moving to block Governor Christie's move, but the effort is seen as unlikely to
succeed.

The New Hampshire legislature also passed measures to end the state's
participation in RGGI, though Governor John Lynch has promised to veto such a
move. A final determination is expected in the next few weeks. Maine also
considered leaving RGGI, but LD 793, enacted last week, keeps the state in the
pact for the foreseeable future.

In related news, the 12" RGGI auction was just completed. The auction generated
$25.5 million for state clean energy programs. More details are available on the RGGI Inc. website.

Legislative Roundup
Energy efficiency and clean energy is playing a big part of late-session legislative developments in Connecticut, Maine, New
York, and Rhode Island. High points include:

®  Connecticut: The General Assembly has passed SB 1, which will create the Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection (DEEP), consolidating its energy and environmental agencies into one. It will also
create a green bank to spur investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy. Read this piece in the
Connecticut Mirror for the full story.

e  Maine: The Legislature has taken a step to rollback the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC) of 2008
by passing LD 1416. The measure would push back enforcement of the code until July 2012 and make
enforcement mandatory only for communities with more than 4,000 residents.

e [INew York: The New York legislature is continuing to debate bills that would require all the state's utilities to
make on-bill financing available to residential customers. See A7006 and S4490A for more information.

e  Rhode Island: Rhode Island has enacted S 293/H5281 which will ensure full-funding for its natural gas energy
efficiency programs. Environment Northeast details the benefits of this bill here.
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® In Massachusetts, 91 communities have now adopted the stretch energy code.

° New Hampshire Governor John Lynch has issued Executive Order 2011-1, setting new and higher standards for
energy efficiency in state buildings. The full order is available here.

° New Jersey Governor Chris Christie made another significant move on energy policy by issuing his new draft
2011 Energy Master Plan, replacing the 2008 plan developed by then Governor Jon Corzine. Details about the plan
are available here.

° Vermont has updated its Residential Building Energy Standard (RBES), moving the state close to the planned

2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC). Information on RBES can be found on the Department of
Public Service website.

Noteworthy Resources and Reports

NEEP Resources

e At the 2011 NEEP Summit, we recognized business leaders from the region that have shown a strong
commitment to energy efficiency. See the Business Leader Recognition page on our website for all the
videos of the awardees!

e  NEEP's Building Codes team held a webinar on the Department of Energy (DOE)'s Building Energy Codes
Program on May 31°. The slides from the presentation are available here.

New Reports

e NEEP has worked extensively with the Appliance Standards Awareness Project (ASAP) to promote federal
and state energy efficiency standards for new products. Check out ASAP's fact sheet on the new DOE
standards for residential air conditioners, heat pumps, and gas furnaces and the tremendous amount of
energy they will save American consumers.

e  The DOE released its Strategic Plan for 2011. The plan outlines its plans to continue to promote product

energy efficiency standards and to work with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to
promote cost-effective residential energy efficiency retrofits. The full plan is available online here.

About NEEP

Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships (NEEP) is a non-profit organization that transforms the way we use and think
about energy, through advocacy, collaboration and education designed to accelerate energy efficiency and highlight its
impacts on the region, the economy, and the planet.

| Find us on Facebook [} |

| Wiew our profile on Linked m |
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