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August 13, 2018

Ms. Debra A. Howland
Executive Director
New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 18
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Re: Docket No. DW 17165
Abenaki Water Company
Request for Change in Rates
Motion for Rehearing ofOrder No. 26,157 (July 13, 2018)

Dear Ms. Howland

Please be advised that the Office of the Consumer Advocate (“OCA”) joins in the
Motion for Rehearing of the above-referenced order filed today by intervenor Omni
Mount Washington, LLC (“Omni”) for purposes of RSA 541. For the reasons stated
in Omni’s motion, the OCA believes the Commission should grant the alternative
relief referenced in Paragraph 1 of the motion — i.e., that the Commission deem the
request of petitioner Abenaki Water Company (“Abenaki”) to have been filed on
June 1, 2018.

A rate case conducted pursuant to RSA 378 and Chapters Puc 200 and Puc 1600 of
N.H. Code Admin. Rules must be an orderly process that is respectful of the due
process rights of all parties. Yet, in this instance, Abenaki has treated this
proceeding as one in which the utility makes an initial filing, thus establishing a
date on which the ultimately approved rates will be effective on a reconciling basis,
after which the utility is free to amend its request and the asserted bases for the
request essentially as the utility finds strategically and organizationally convenient.
This is simply not cricket.
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