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SUBJECT: DE 17-172 Development of Renewable Energy Fund Program for Low 
and Moderate Income Residential Customers Required by the Passage of 
Senate Bill 129 of2017 
Staff Recommendation to Use RFP Process for 2019 and 2020 

TO: Martin P. Honigberg, Chairman 
Kathryn M. Bailey, Commissioner 
Michael S. Giaimo, Commissioner 
Debra A. Howland, Executive Director 

CC: Karen P. Cramton, Director, Sustainable Energy Division~(/ 
Mary Schwarzer, Staff Attorney 
David K. Wiesner, Director, Legal Division 

Recommendation Summary 

Staff recommends continuing to utilize a Request for Proposals (RFP) process for the next two 
state fiscal years as the means of funding projects that provide direct benefits to low and 
moderate income (LMI) residential electric customers pursuant to Senate Bill 129 (2017) 
(hereinafter SB 129) requirements. Based on the success of the RFP conducted for state fiscal 
year 2018, Staff believes that process should be maintained. In addition, continuation of the RFP 
process over the next two years will allow Staff to collect and analyze more information 
regarding LMI project development and operation. 

Statutory and Procedural Background 

Under SB 129, enacted as 2017 N.H. Laws Chapter 226, the Commission is required to develop 
program(s) for low and moderate income residential customers. In particular, SB 129 specifies 
further parameters for development of LMI programs, including the following: 

• "[N]o less than 15 percent of the [Renewable Energy Fund] shall annually benefit 
low-moderate income residential customers, including, but not limited to, the financing or 
leveraging of financing for low-moderate income community solar projects 
in manufactured housing communities or in multi-family rental housing." 

• "Low-moderate income community solar project" means ground-mounted or rooftop 
solar arrays that directly benefit a group of at least 5 residential end-user customers, 
where at least a majority of the residential end-user customers are at or below 300 percent 
of the federal poverty guidelines." 
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See RSA 362-F: 2 X-a and F: 10, X. 

On November 3, 2017, the Commission opened Docket DE 17-172 to develop, review, and 
approve program(s) designed to meet SB 129 requirements. The Commission directed that initial 
efforts to develop such programs be undertaken concurrently with the LMI working group 
sessions in the alternative net metering tariff docket, Docket DE 16-576. Joint working group 
sessions were held to discuss relevant issues and receive stakeholder input. On February 15, 
2018, based on stakeholder input, Staff submitted a memorandum to the Commission 
recommending that an RFP process be used to meet SB 129 requirements for state fiscal year 
(FY) 2018. On March 2, 2018, the Commission held a public comment hearing to receive input 
regarding Staffs recommendations. On March 19, 2018 the Commission issued Order No. 
26,113 approving implementation of a program through the issuance of an RFP for FY 2018, 
pursuant to RSA 362-F: 10, VIII, which requires notice and a hearing. 

RFP 2018-003 was issued March 23, 2018 seeking new ground-mounted or rooftop community 
solar projects that would provide direct benefits to a minimum of five residential electric 
customers and where at least the majority (three) of participants must be LMI. Five proposals 
were submitted to the Commission. The proposals were reviewed and scored. Three proposals 
were selected for funding and three contracts were approved by the Governor and Executive 
Council on June 20, 2018. All three projects have been completed and became fully operational 
prior to the end of the calendar year 2018. 

Recommendation Details 

Staff recommends continuing to utilize an RFP process for the next two state fiscal years. The 
Commission approved the allocation of $650,000 to the LMI program for FY 2019. See August 
29, 2018 secretarial letter. Staff recommends that the 2019 RFP set a minimum request for 
funding of $50,000 and a maximum request of $200,000. 

Other RFP criteria would remain very similar to those in the RFP for FY 2018; again requiring 
that proposals submitted in response to the RFP address potential project challenges such as LMI 
participant recruitment, initial and ongoing income verification, subscription management, and 
long-term system operations and maintenance, and that proposals describe viable solutions to 
address those challenges. Projects that are awarded funds will be required to submit an annual 
report to the Commission. 

Staff considers the competitive scoring RFP process a reliable approach to ensure that applicants 
provide the maximum benefits to LMI participants. Direct benefits provided to each LMI 
participant should remain the most heavily-weighted scoring criteria. Staff recommends minor 
adjustment to the scoring criteria, however, such as awarding additional points to proposals that 
include moderate income participants and not just low income participants. 

The projects awarded funding through the LMI program's inaugural RFP have been successful; 
all three of the projects granted renewable energy fund (REF) grants became operational within 
six months of contract approval. Despite this success, the projects' first annual reports are not 
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due until February 2019, and will only cover a partial year of data. At a minimum, February 
2019 and future annual reports will include: 

• Electric energy produced by the PV system (i.e., kilowatt-hours generated) during the 
preceding calendar year; 

• Total number of participants in the LMI Community Solar Program (Program); 
• Number of LMI participating customers receiving direct benefits through the Program; 
• Description and quantification of direct benefits provided to LMI and non-LMI 

participants through the Program; 
• Quantification of the annual net direct benefits (in dollars) received by each LMI 

participant; 
• Explanation of any material variation between the direct benefits projected in the 

Grantee's proposal and the actual direct benefits provided to participating LMI customers 
through the Program; 

• Certification of income verification conducted for each LMI participating customer, and 
description of the income verification process; 

• Certification that the number of participating customers equaled or exceeded five (5), and 
that the majority of participating customers were certified and verified to be LMI; 

• Description of any change in ownership of the PV system; 
• Description of any changes made to the overall Program model; 
• Description of any impacts to public benefits received by participating LMI households 

or any tax implications related to participation by LMI households in the Program; 
• The number of renewable energy certificates (RECs) produced during the preceding 

calendar year; and 
• The number of RECs sold during the preceding calendar year. 

Collection of such information over the next few years will enable Staff to evaluate the 
long-term success of funded projects, as well as the potential for development of alternative 
program implementation models. 

Based on the demonstrated success of the first RFP, and the need to collect further information 
regarding LMI project development and operation, Staff recommends that the Commission -
approve an RFP process for FY s 2019 and 2020 to fund LMI projects, pursuant to RSA 
362-F: 10, VIII. 
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SERVICE LIST - EMAIL ADDRESSES - DOCKET RELATED 

Pursuant to N.11. Adm in Rule Puc 203.11 (a) (1): Serve an electronic copy on each person identified on 

the service list. 

Executive.Director@puc.nh.gov 

abuzby@keenehousing.org 

amanda.noonan@puc.nh.gov 

bfrost@nhhfa.org 

david. lepie@l ibertyutil ities.com 

david. wiesner@puc.nh.gov 

debski@unitil.com 

dnute@resilientbuildingsgroup.com 

donald.kreis@oca.nh.gov 

eemerson@primmer.com 

karen.cramton@puc.nh.gov 

Ieszek.stachow@puc.nh.gov 

matthew. fossum @eversource.com 

michael.sheehan@Iibertyutilities.com 

ocalitigation@oca.nh.gov 

pradip.chattopadhyay@oca.nh.gov 

rclouthier@snhs.org 

Stephen.Eckberg@puc.nh.gov 

stower@nhla.org 

tan ya. way land@puc.nh.gov 

tom.frantz@puc.nh.gov 

Docket#: 17-172-1 Printed: December 11, 2018 

FILING INSTRUCTIONS: 

a) Pursuant to N.H. Admin Rule Puc 203.02 (a), with the exception of Discovery, file 7 copies, as well as an 

electronic copy, of all documents including cover letter with: DEBRA A HOWLAND 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
NHPUC 
2 I S. FRUIT ST, SUITE IO 
CONCORD NH 03301-2429 

b) Serve an electronic copy with each person identified on the Commission's service list and with the Office of 

Consumer Advocate. 

c) Serve a written copy on each person on the service list not able to receive electronic mail. 



SERVICE LIST - EMAIL ADDRESSES - DOCKET RELATED 

Pursuant to N.11. Adm in Ruic Puc 203.11 (a) (I): Serve an electronic copy on each person identified on 
the service list. 

Executive.Director@puc.nh.gov 

aboyd@acadiacenter.org 

alesko@preti.com 

alexis.labrie@osi.nh.gov 

alexmarquez I 46@gmail.com 

alinder@nhla.org 

allen.desbiens@eversource.com 

amanda.noonan@puc.nh.gov 

b.hayden@standardpmver.com 

bargetsinger@keyesfox.com 

becca.polisuk@sunrunhome.com 

belder@eq-research.com 

besakkirnuthu@daymarkea.com 

bking31415@gmail.com 

bob.reals@libertyutilities.com 

brian. buckley@oca.nh.gov 

brian.rice@eversource.com 

brianna@nhsea.org 

bross@consumerenergyalliance.org 

b\vaugh@to\vnandcitylaw.com 

callnanb@nhec.com 

carnerinos@nhec.com 

canderson@borregosolar.com 

carroll@unitil.com 

catherine.marsellos@puc.nh.gov 

Docket#: 16-576-1 Printed: December 11, 2018 

FILING INSTRUCTIONS: 

cdumit@solarcity .corn 

chong@unitil.com 

christian.brouillard@libertyutilities.com 

Christopher.aslin@doj.nh.gov 

christopher.gi lrein@easycleanenergy.com 

christopher.goulding@eversource.com 

christopher.skoglund@des.nh.gov 

clayaz23@grnail.com 

clifton.below@grnail.com 

clyde.carson@grnail.com 

crauscher@sunrun.com 

cshute@vermontlaw.edu 

cynthia.trottier@libertyutilities.com 

david.lepie@libertyutilities.com 

david.shulock@puc.nh.gov 

david. wiesner@puc.oh.gov 

deandra.perruccio@puc.nh.gov 

debski@unitil.com 

dholt@consumerenergyalliance.org 

dlittell@raponline.org 

donald.kreis@oca.nh.gov 

donoghue@norwichtech.com 

downesm@unitil.com 

eburgess@strategen.com 

a) Pursuant to N.H. Admin Rule Puc 203.02 (a), with the exception of Discovery, file 7 copies, as well as an 

electronic copy, of all documents including cover letter with: DEBRA A HOWLAND 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

NHPUC 

21 S. FRUIT ST, SUITE I 0 
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b) Serve an electronic copy with each person identified on the Commission's service list and with the Office of 
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c) Serve a written copy on each person on the service list not able to receive electronic mail. 



edward.davis@eversource.com 

eemerson@primmer.com 

chawes@acadiacenter.org 

eisfeller@unitil.com 

elizabeth.nixon@puc.nh.gov 

encrgyclinic@vcrmontlaw.edu 

epler@unitil.com 

eric.stanley@ libertyutilities.com 

t:anne.ross@puc.nh.gov 

fortunat@revisionenergy.com 

furino@unitil.com 

glenn@scen icnursery .net 

greg@southpacksolar.com 

harringt l@metrocast.net 

heather.tcbbctts@libertyutilities.com 

henry@nhsea.org 

in fo@mainstreetbookends.com 

ipahl@ icloud.com 

j ack@revisionenergy.com 

jaimie@granitestatesolar.com 

jamcs.brennan@oca.nh.gov 

jameskw@nhbfa.com 

jared.chicoine@nh.gov 

jarvis@unitil.com 

jbesser@necec.org 

jdickerson@necec.org 

jeb.bradley@leg.state.nh.us 

jim_obrien@tnc.org 

jkennerly@seadvantage.com 

jlu@daymarkea.com 

joseph.doiron@nh.gov 

jrodier@mbtu-co2.com 
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jvanrossum@clf.org 

jvoyles@consumerenergyalliance.org 

kaminski@nhec.com 

karen.cramton@puc.nh.gov 

karen.sinville@ libertyutilitics.com 

kat@solarendeavors.com 

kate@nhsea.org 

katherine.peters@eversource.com 

kim.quirk@gmail.com 

kkelly@daymarkea.com 

kristi.davie@eversource.com 

kurt.demmcr@puc.nh.gov 

lee .oxenham@leg.state. nh. us 

leonardc@nashuanh.gov 

leszek.stachow@puc.nh.gov 

lgallant@preti.com 

lon.huber@navigant.com 

madeleinc@nhsea.org 

marc. lemenager@eversource.com 

marc@neratepayers.org 

marge.shepardson@gmail.com 

Mary.Schwarzer@puc.nh.gov 

matt@sunraiseinvestments.com 

matthew.fossum@eversource.com 

maureen.karpf@ libertyutilities.com 

mbirchard@clf.org 

mconway@borregosolar.com 
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melissa.price@eversource.com 
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mlebel@acadiacenter.org 

mloiacono@daymarkea.com 

mu I in@revisionenergy.com 

nathan@votesolar.org 

ocalitigation@oca.nh.gov 

palma@unitil.com 
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pbean@solarcity.com 

pbrown@preti.com 

pchernick@resourceinsight.com 

perrym@nashuanh.gov 

pjaesd@comcast.net 

pmartin2894@yahoo.com 

pradip.chattopadhyay@oca.nh.gov 
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rebecca.ohler@des.nh.gov 

rhonda.bisson@eversource.com 

richard.chagnon@puc.nh.gov 
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robert.bersak@eversource.com 
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samantha.a.baker@lmco.com 

sandra@plymouthenergy.org 

sarah.knowlton@ libertyutilities.com 

sberman@daymarkea.com 

sfaryniarz@daymarkea.com 

simpsonc@unitil.com 

slamb@biaofnh.com 

smaslansky@nhcdfa.org 

sprague@unitil.com 
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