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Rhyt hns states in its request that it has had no New
Hanmpshire custoners since January 31, 2001. Therefore,
Rhyt hns avers that conpliance with New Hanpshire Code of
Adm ni strative Rules Puc 1304.03(d) (1,2 and 3), which nmandate
the custoner notification procedures for public utility
service term nation, are not applicable.
1. STAFF RECOMMENDATI ON

Staff concurs which Rhythns' assertions. As there
are no custoners, the particular provisions of the rules are
noot .

Addi tionally, RSA 374:28 requires that the
Conmmi ssi on determ ne that cessation of service is in the
public good. It is understood that a conpetitive market my
bring failure as it may bring success. Gven that conpetition
in the tel ecommuni cations marketplace is recogni zed as a
public benefit then it follows that the departure of a
conpetitor nust also be in the overall public good.
Accordingly, the Staff recommends granting Rhythns' request to
wi t hdraw certification.
L1l COWMM SSI ON ANALYSI S

It is unfortunate to observe conpetitors departing
fromthe telecommnicati ons marketplace but some attrition is

i nevitable. Gven that Rhythms has had no New Hanpshire
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custoners in alnmost a year and that the FCC has approved the
term nation, we find cessation of operations by Rhythns not to
be detrinmental to the public good. W therefore will grant
their request by wi thdrawi ng any certification previously
granted. However, granting this authority does not relieve
Rhyt hns of obligations it may have incurred while authorized
to provide service in New Hanpshire.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED, that the request of Rhythms Links, Inc. to
wi thdraw the certification issued in Oder Nisi No. 23,242 is
GRANTED.

By order of the Public Utilities Comm ssion of New

Hanmpshire this seventeenth day of January, 2002.

Thonmas B. Getz Susan S. Ceiger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Debra A. How and
Executive Director and Secretary



